Section 2: Identifying an Occupation That Fits

What Do You Want To Do?

Objectives:
To have students research and report on different occupations by performing commercials
about them.

To generate discussion about various occupations, salaries, job duties and openings.

Materials needed:
Students can use costumes and props.

Procedure:
Have students complete either the SKILLS or O*NET Interest Profiler, to identify
which careers rated at the top for them. Then, have students split into groups to develop
informational commercials about chosen occupations that they researched using MCIS.
Discussion: 1. What are the work conditions relating to the occupations?
2. What type of education and training is required for each occupation?
3. How does the salaries for these occupations compare to each other?
4. How do the work activities of the occupations compare with each other?
5. What is the job outlook for this occupation?

Time needed:

This activity could easily cover from three to five class periods. The amount of time,
of course, will also depend on the class size.
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Occupation Check-Up

Objective:
To have students research an occupation in detail to determine if it is a good fit for them.

Materials needed:
Computers so students can log on to MCIS.

Procedure:
Instruct students to select an occupation that scored high on their profile or one they would
like to explore. Have the students use MCIS (log on to www.SmartAboutCollege.org) to
research these occupations. Have a few of them report to the class if time allows. Be
sure the students know to research items such as salary, job availability in Montana (if they
want to stay here) or on a national level. Also, most importantly, is this a job they would like
to pursue as a career?

Discussion:
Ask for feedback from students in the class about occupations presented by their peers.
This should draw out some comments from others in the group.

Time needed:
This activity could be done in one class period or stretched out over a couple of classes.
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Check Out The Real World

Objective:
Help students take a journey through the real world in order to become more realistic
about the type of lifestyle they will be able to support through their future careers.

Materials needed:
"Monthly Budget" and "Monthly Expenses" worksheets, computers to access
MCIS Reality Check.

Procedure:
Instruct students to log into MCIS from the Smart About College Web site, go to the
Reality Check link, and select Occupation Direct. Students should choose an occupation
to research for this exercise. As the students follow the steps in Reality Check, have them
complete the "Monthly Budget" and "Monthly Expenses" sheets. Also, if time allows have
them follow the same process using the family options. This increases awareness of the
differences in finances when supporting a family.

Discussion:
Have each student report to the class on their experience with budgeting and expenses.
Ask them to explain what they learned in this process. Question them about any changes
they may make in their career plans based on their findings.

Time needed:
One or two class periods.
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Monthly Budget Name:
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when accounting, so changes and
adjustments can be easily made.
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Reminder: Always use a pencil
when accounting, so changes and
adjustments can be easily made.
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